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Amrita Bazar Patrika :—The book deals with the recent
political phase of Bengal. Mr. Bose is perhaps the first of his
class to use this romantic but grim period of hide-and-seek game
by emotional youths as the theme of his story. But he has
executed his task judiciously. The personalities he has introduced
are brilliant....Shankar the narrator is vivid, lively and absorbing.
Ananda Kishore, Maya, Nirupama are full-sized portraits suffer-
ing no weakness in either colour or line. Mr. Bose's style is
dignified yet subtle and keeps the reader enthralled.
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Behar Herald :—No new introduction is necessary of Monoj
Bose's literary talent. He is a past-artist. Bengali-knowing literary
public who are interested in our literature know him full well,
His ‘Bana Marmar.’ *‘Narabandh’, ‘Prithibi Kader’ and *‘Debi Kishori'
have already stored for him a bag of reputation which will for a
long time stand as an object of envy for the so-called Burgeoise
entrantees in our literature.

Bhuli Nai is a novel dealing with revolutionary characters of
whom Kuntalda is hero. Kuntalda is no dreamer—he is a man of
action, of speed and of scientific outlook. He knows full well that
speeches, meetings and resolutions are of no avail, strenuous
nervous effort and immense sacrifice are necessary for emancipa-
tion of the mother-country and for creating a strong foothold for
the future children of India. Kuntalda is the central rod round
which other revolutionary' characters rotate and the success of
Kuntalda was deemed by all their own success. Kuntalda to them
and to us as well is not only the hero and leader but a true son of
Mother India —India that is, and that will be. Kuntalda is the
ideal not of ptescnt but of future as well ; say, for all time....
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Amrita Bazar Patrika (28. 5. 44) The short stories under
geview mark the mental evolution of a highly sensitive writer
Before an overwhelming social tragedy he seems to be ashamed of
so long riding the high horse of pure literature and he frankly
subordinates his art to propaganda. If he errs he errs on the side
of truth. He deserves our deepest sympathy as an artist who
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torn from the moorings of the past is struggling to adjust himself
hy o . -

to new conditions of life, When the turbulence of transition has
settled down and agg has come to its own in life, these martyrs

will be gratefully remembered as harbingers of a new intellectual
order.
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Amrita Bazar Patrika :—As the title of the book suggests
Mr. Bose—a reputed writer—has tried herein and in course of five
other vivid and illuminating stories to look at the eternal question
of “Haves” and *'Have-nots"....

Mr. Bose’s treatment of the subject 1s artistic and rcaders will
find in the volume—a lively and vigorous study ot Bengal's rural
problem—cent per cent refreshing. It is a deparure in the fiction
literature of the province. The first story...culminates in the
couple absconding trom their native village. But betore they do
so they enjoy the malicious pleasurc 1n setting their cottage, in
building which they spent their all energy, to fire. On the_ road
to No Man's Land Saudamini 1s bitter but 1s not “proletarian™.
She curses her lot and says that next time when she would be face

#aoe with her Creator she would demand from Him an answer—

the earth has been divided amongst others why do You send us
there ?—a typically Indian answer to the most topical and perplexing
question tlht humanity has ever been faced with.

Mr. Bose's style 1s sensitive and poetic and never does he com-
mit the fatal mistake of taking sides and so the readers’ sympathy
remains where the anthor intends them to rest.
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Amrita Bazar Patrika—Sj. Monoj Basu has already made his
name as a delighiful writer of fiction with special aptitude for
delineating village life. He has acute observation, large fund of
sympathy and idealism. In the result he hasacquired a thorough
understanding of the true nature of the problems and the agitation’
of our workers on the soil. In this drama, which we believe is
the first of its kind, he has painted a flaming picture of the
awakening among our agricultural classes and their struggle against
the deep-rooted and traditional oppression of landlordism. The
hero of the drama is Sasanka, a worker among the masses, who
returns from prison with broken health to find the landlord of the
village a relation and a man belonging to the same class of society,
more determined in his tyrannical activities. There is communalist
propaganda among the peasants, to make matters worse. The
conflict which is thus precipitated endsin the death of the hero
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from assault by the landlord’s men. This is a problem play and
underlines the proposition that Hindu and Muslim interests are
basically identical, being economic in fundamental character,
In courage of portrayal, realism and swiftness of action this
drama has achieved a high watermark of merit. (5. 3. 1944).
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Shree Guru Saday Dutt—To read Manoje Basu's short stories
is to feel unmistakably that a new force has emerged in the sphere of
Bengali fiction. We have been treated to a plethora of sickly
sentimentality and didacticism, a surfeit of shameless sensuality
and sexualism, veiled and unvelied and an insensate craze for
novelty for the sake of novelty and tor studied mysticism in
thought and language. Here we find a different article ; clarity
of conception, forcefulness of delineation and fidelity to life—the
very flesh and blood and bone of healthy fiction you have here
in abundance ; you have happy turn of idea in expression and the
sparkling flash of dialogue too in refreshing profusion ;—but what
is more important—you have also the enchanting atmosphere of
romance and above all and to crown all —-a pervading spirit of lofty
idealism which comes as a healing balm of the soul.

A delightfully unstudied simplicity of diction, an innate sincerity
of emotion and a vivid and true-to-type character-delineation
meet you here at every turn,—while instead of a laboured attempt
at psycho-analysis, which is the prevailing fashion of the day, you
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have lightning touches of dialogue and expression which reveal
to you in a flash the hopes and fears, the strength and weakness
and the beauty, sweetness and simplicity of soul of the men and
women who people this dear land of Bengal. In short, you have
here a truly national story-teller who promisesto give you the
ve-rg stuff that your soul and the nation’s soul is yearning for
to-day.

I cannot vouch for what you want, but for my part I cry—give
me Bankim, give me Sarat, but after that—for God's sake give
me Manoje !
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Dr. Nihar Ranjan Roy—Mr. Basu's short stories furrow new
ground ; they are far out of the common run...To the Bengali
readers his portrayal, his characterisation and interpretation of
Bengali life are as real and as much telling as anything on the face

of this earth. Mr. Basu has ideas and imagination ; which he
knows how to translate in simplest and clearest possible manner
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into expression, that has a ring of sincerity. He has also depth of
thought which does not weigh heavily on the readers. Last of
all he has a fine gift of narration of a born story-teller.
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